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delivered by Secretary Coventry to the House, to this effect, that if anything remained to be done which that House did judge necessary for the good of the nation, the King would give them time to finish it after Easter, and when they were ready he would pass their bills ; which was said accordingly.
My Lord Treasurer sent for me among others that evening, and desired us to assist what we could to reconcile a difference likely to happen between the two Houses, about framing the bill for the six hundred thousand pounds to be given the King, which might endanger the loss of the bill. The thing was this—the Commons had made a clause in the bill that the officers of the Exchequer should give an account to that House of the laying out of the money to the uses to which it was given; the Lords had added another clause, which was that those officers should be accountable to both Houses. The Commons would not allow of this, saying the Lords could neither add to nor diminish in bills for money; as it was peculiar to the Commons to give money, so it was only proper to them to have the account of its laying forth. The Lords replied that to deny them to call the officers of the Exchequer to an account was to deny them their privilege of judicature which they had as the Supreme Court; and were possessed of it in the very like case, for when money was.given by the convention for disbanding the army, an account of the laying it out was there enacted to be given to their House as well as the other. In fine, both adhering to their point, the King prevailed with the Lords to erase their clause out of the bill, and the other continuing, it passed after in that method ; so the Commons got the better.
April 19. My Lord Treasurer and the Duke of Newcastle went to Windsor to be installed Knights of the Garter. I waited upon them, supped that night with the duke, and dined the day after with the Countess of